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SUBJECT: LATEST DEVELOPMENTS IN MATSUMOTO KIDNAPPING 

REF: SAN SALVADOR 2521 

1. EVENING MAY 22, AMBASSADOR AND POLOPP MET WITH JAPANESE 
FIRST SECRETARIES NISHIMURA AND UENO (FROM WASHINGTON) AND 
KURATA (EL SALVADOR) AT THEIR REQUEST IN THE U.S. EMBASSY. 

KIDNAPPING OP MATSUNOTO HAD TAKEN ALL-TOO-PAMILIAR TURN. 

WHILE FAMILY AND COMPANY OF MATSUMOTO HAD BEEN ATTEMPTING 
TO MAKE CONTACT WITH EARN (SEE REPTEL), KAURATA HAD RECEIVED 
TELEPHONE CALL AT JAPANESE EMBASSY LATE AFTERNOON MAY 22 
PROM ALLEGED SERGEANT OP NATIONAL GUARD (ND). SGT. STATED 
THAT KDESPITE EARN DEMANDS AND PUBLICITY GIVEN MATSUMOTO 
KIDNAPPING, ACTION HAD ACTUALLY BEEN CARRIED OUT BY ELEMENTS 
OP NATIONAL GUARD. SGT. STATED THAT THERE WAS DIVISION IN 
NG ABOUT THIS TYPE ACTION AND HE AND 25 OTHERS (INCLUDING 
ONE COLONEL) WERE OPPOSED TO MATSUMOTO KIDNAPPING AND WANTED 
TO SEE HIM RETURNED SAPELY. PURNISHED DETAILED INPORMATION 
AS TO METHOD OF KIDNAPPING, PLACE THAT MATSUMOTO HAD 
BEEN HELD, AND PACT THAT HE WAS MOVED MAY 22 TO NG 
HEADQUARTERS IN SANTA TECLA (JUST NORTH OP SAN SALVADOR). 

STORY WAS QERY SIMILAR TO RECENT UNCONFIRMED VERSIONS 
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OP NG INVOLVEMENT AND METHODS USED IN RICHARDSON (U.S.) 

AND BORGONOVO KIDNAPPINGS AND SUBSEQUENT ASSASSINATION. 

SGT. OFPERED TO MEET WITH JAPANESE OFPICIALS AND PROVIDE 
COMPLETE INPORMATION IN RETURN POR PROTECTION (I.E., VISA) 

AND MONETARY CONSIDERATION. SGT. STATED CATEGORICALLY 
THAT GENERAL ALVARENGA AND OTHER TOP OPFICIALS OP NG 
AND GOES SHARED RESPONSIBILITY FOR KIDNAPPING AND WERE 
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DELIBERATELY TRYING TO PLACE BLAME ON EARN AND TERRORIST 
GROUPS. HE AND HIS GROUP WERE OPPOSED TO THIS AND WANTED 
TO HELP MATSUMOTO IN RETURN FOR PROTECTION AND MONEY. 

SGT. AGREED TO COME TO JAPANESE EMBASSY MAY 23 (AETER 
SUGGESTING OTHER MEETING PLACES) TO PROVIDE MORE SPECIEIC 
INEORMATION. 

2. AMB AND POLOEF TOLD JAPANESE THAT SIMILAR ACCUSATIONS 
AGAINST NG AND GOES HAD BEEN MADE IN PRACTICALLY ALL PREVIOUS 
KIDNAPPINGS-! TSI I AT ,1 ,Y OEEERING INFORMATION IN RETURN EOR 
VISA TO U.S. AND MONEY, WITH ONE DIEFERENCE BEING SUCH 
INEORMATION USUALLY SUREACING AETER INDIVIDUAL EITHER RETURNED 
OR KILLED. SUGGESTED THAT FAMILY AND COMPANY OF MATSUMOTO 
CONTINUE ATTEMPTS TO NEGOTIATE WITH FARN WHILE JAPANESE 
EMBASSY PURSUE CONTACT WITH NG SGT. POINTED OUT 

THAT INEORMATION CONCERNING NG INVOLVEMENT OE LITTLE 
OR NO VALUE SINCE WOULD NOT HELP IN SALE RETURN OE 
MATUSMOTO. IF, HOWEVER, NG SGT. AND FRIENDS COULD 
DELIVER MATSUMOTO TO JAPANESE EMBASSY,THEN THEIR 
SAFETY AND MONETARY REWARD SHOULD BE GRANTED. 

JAPANESE AGREED THAT CONTACT WITH BOTH PARTIES SHOULD BE 
MAINTAINED, WITH PRIMARY OBJECTIVE SAEE RETURN OE MATSUMOTO. 
AMB POINTED OUT POSSIBILITY OP PHONE TAPS, SURVEILLANCE OP 
JAPANESE EMBASSY AND OTHER PROBLEMS, IP NG AND GOES IN FACT 
INVOLVED.HAAPANESE AGAIN EXPRESSED APPRECIATION EOR EMBASSY 
ADVICE AND ASSISTANCE AND OFPERED TO KEEP EMBASSY PULLY 
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INPORMED OP ALL DEVELOPMENTS. 

3. COMMENT. AS POINTED OUT TO JAPANESE, ALL CURRENT 
EMBASSY INTELLIGENCE INDICATES THAT KIDNAPPING WAS IN PACT 
CARRIED OUT BY EARN, WITH POSSIBLE ASSISTANCE OP OTHER 
TERRORIST GROUPS. ALLEGATION OP NG INVOLVEMENT IN KID- 
NAPPING SIMILAR TO MAY PREVIOUS, BUT ALWAYS UNVERIPIED 
AND OFTEN SELF-SERVING, OPPORTUNISTIC STATEMENTS. HOWEVER, 
DETAILS HAVE SOME SUBSTANCE AND CANNOT BE IGNORED. NEW 
PACTOR IN KIDNAPPING, EVEN IP SUSPECT, PURTHER COMPLICATES 
MATSUMOTO CASE AND, IF TRUE, WOULD LEAD TO INTERNATIONAL 
SCANDAL AND POSSIBLE PALL OP ROMERO GOVERNMENT. 

DEVINE 
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